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May-June  2009 
Saturday, May 

16 League members 
have a great opportu-
nity for fellowship, 
good food and atmos-
phere, and a stimulat-
ing speaker, as we 
meet to consider and 
approve plans for the 
next League year.  

Dr. Marcus Sta-
delmann will speak 
about 
Kazakh-
stan, 
provid-
ing us 
insight 
in 
prepara-
tion for 
the delegation we 
host in September. 

We will have a 
chance to reflect on 
the past year’s suc-
cesses and make deci-
sions for next year—

and possibly for 

years to come.  
Members assem-

bled for the 57th An-
nual Meeting of LWV-
Tyler will demonstrate 
democratic action as we 
discuss and vote on 
League business.  

Members will: 
· adopt a budget for 

2009-2010 
· elect the board of 

directors for 2009-
2010 
· re-adopt local pro-
gram issues 
· consider a Civic 
Education campaign 
to inform school 
aged children 
· hear reports of the 
year’s activities. 

 

On pages 4-6 of 
this VOTER are  the 
proposed  budgets, slate 
of nominees, and local 
program. Study all of 
these carefully in order 
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 The League’s candi-
date forum is scheduled for 
Monday, April 20, 7 p.m. at the 
Tyler Public Library. Candi-
dates running for Tyler City 
Council, District 1, are Nate 
Lambert  and Sam Mezayek. 
On the ballot in District 5 are 
incumbent Nathaniel Moran 
and Keith Pyron. 

Roger Gray of TV-
19 will moderate the 
forum. Posing ques-
tions to the candi-
dates are UT Tyler 
journalism professor 

Vanessa 
Curry,  
Tyler 
Morning 
Telegraph editorial page editor 
Roy Maynard, and League mem-
ber Sue Barham.  

Audience members will have 
the opportunity to pose written 
questions of the candidates. Invite 
your friends, co-workers, and 
neighbors. This is democracy and 
the League at work at the grass 
roots level! 
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Keynote Speaker 
Stadelmann to Talk 
on Kazakhstan 

Dr. Marcus Stadelmann, 
Chair of the Political Science 
Department at the University of 
Texas at Tyler, will focus on 
Kazakhstan in his remarks at the 
annual meeting of Tyler League 
of Women Voters of Ty-
ler/Smith County. His knowl-
edge and insights will help us 
move forward on arranging a 
dynamic and useful program for 
the delegation from Kazakhstan 
we will welcome next Septem-
ber.  

Dr. Stadelmann has been at 
UT Tyler since 1990 and contin-
ues to teach a variety of under-
graduate and graduate courses in 
comparative politics, in addition 
to chairing the Political Science 
Department. Since his arrival at 
UT Tyler, he has won many 
awards for excellence in teach-
ing. Among them are the School 
of Liberal Arts Minnie Stevens-
Piper Teaching Award in 1994 
and the Alpha Chi Outstanding 
Faculty Awards for 1993/1994 
and for 2002/2003. 

In addition, Dr. Stadelmann 
has served and is serving on 
many university and academic 
committees. One of his most 
interesting projects was shep-
herding UT Tyler students as the 
first delegates from Tyler to the 
National Model United Nations 
Conference in New York City in 
2007. He took a second group to 
Oxford, England, in 2008. At 
each conference, approximately 
4,000 students from the U.S. and 
other countries had the opportu-
nity to work on alliances and 
draft resolutions that could po-
tentially be used by the United 
Nations in the future.  

to be able to vote on 
your organization’s 
business.  

League President 
Dee Brock has chal-
lenged each of us to 
be in touch with 
League members we 
haven’t seen in a 
while to encourage 
them to come for this 
important event.    
And bring family or 
friends for a great 
morning mixing busi-
ness with pleasure. 

Please come at 
9:45 am so you can 
order your lunch 
before the meeting 
starts. Get a head 
start by deciding what 
you want before you 
arrive. Check out the 
menu at http://
coyotesamsbarand-
grille.com/menu.nxg  
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Several traditional, yet 

new, projects are filling our 
April/May calendar.  
· On April 20 we are 

presenting a candi-
date forum for lo-
cal elections. This 
time we have only 
four candidates 
vying for two contested 
Tyler City Council seats. 
Shirley Hightower heads up 
this event. Read all about it 
on page 1. 

· On May 13 we take our 
new and improved wel-
come to newly naturalized 
citizens at the courthouse 
for ceremonies at 11 am 
and 2 pm. Elaine Wells and 
Sunny Davidson are co-
chairs for this endeavor. 
You can read all about it on 
page 6. 

· On May 16 we will close 
out another great year at 
our annual membership 

meeting starting 
at 10 am at Coy-
ote Sam’s at 
5424 Old Jack-
sonville High-
way.  Please 
come at 9:45 

am so you can order your 
lunch before the meeting 
starts.  

Also, think about what 
you want to do and what you 
want the League to do in the 
coming year. There will be 
opportunities for you to indi-
cate your preferences for your 
personal contributions and to 
let LWV-TSC know what you 
hope our organization will 
take on next year. 

 
 

Other highlights for 
spring include the following: 
· On May 7 is the culminat-

ing event for “Is the Su-
preme Court Really Su-
preme?” our project that is 
part of the Safeguarding 
Our U S Democracy By 
Promoting an Independent 
Judiciary program. Chair 
Lisa Moran and Program 
VP Pam Reeves have 
shaped this program. You 
won’t want to miss the 
event starring a host of 
young people interested in 
understanding our court 
system and helping others 
to understand it as well. 

· If we are lucky, we may be 
able to announce before the 
end of May the passage of 
Senate Bill 315� the crea-
tion of the independent, 

bipartisan 
Redistrict-
ing Com-
mission. 
The 
LWV-
TSC advocacy team�
Maureen Christopherson, 
Maggie Haas, Andie 
Rathbone, Pam Reeves, 
Lou Ann Smoot, Elizabeth 
Spain, Margie Victor, and 
Elaine Wells� has done a 
great job here in Smith 
County. They urge all of 
you to speak to your friends 
and ask them to ask our 
state legislators to support 
SB 315.  

Keep your fingers crossed 
and your calls and letters to 
your state legislators rolling. 

Cheers! ���  the 
time you receive this VOTER 

Thanks to the eighteen members 
and five non-members for their gener-
ous donations this fiscal year.  

Memorial donations totaling $155 
have been made by Betty Tirey, Roy 
Stanley, and Katheryn Hetherly in 
memory of Mary Burton, Lucy 
Roush, Flora Nauls, and Carolyn 
Vaughn.  

Others of you may want to consider 
a donation to honor someone’s service 
to the League or in memory of those 
members who are no longer with us: 

· Mary Burton 
· Adeline Likes 
· Flora Nauls 
· Lucy Roush 
· Carolyn Vaughn 
· Florence Vaughn 
 

Make checks payable to LWV-
Tyler/Smith County and indicate in 

whose memory or honor you wish to 
contribute. Tax-deductible donations 
should be made payable to LWV-TEF 
for Tyler’s Education Fund account. 

The current financial situation has 
made it a tough year for fund raising for 
all 501(c)3 organizations and the 
League is no exception. Our recent fund 
raising letter has raised $850.00, but 
more money is needed for our organiza-
tion to continue with its programs, send 
out The VOTER, and maintain the LWV 
phone and website. 

If you have not yet given, your help 
would be valued. 
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Remember that you now can donate to 
LWV-TSC or pay your annual dues by 
credit card or PayPal. Go on-line to 
���������	�
� to the page Join the 
League or To Support the League. You 
should add $4 to your dues amount if 
you use PayPal or credit card. 

Thanks to these supporters of the 
League’s work in 2008-09   

 
 

 * LWV Member 

Sue Barham * 
Barbara Bass * 
Dee Brock * 

Brookshire Grocery Co. 
Scherel Carver * 

Maureen Christopherson * 
Geri Cohen * 

Katheryn Hetherly (Memorial)* 
Shirley & Ed Hightower * 
Reatha Resnik Kennedy * 

Maurine C. Muntz 
Andie Rathbone * 

Pam Reeves * 
Regina Roosth (inkind) 

Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Selman * 
Roy Stanley (Memorials)* 
Target Distribution Center 
Betty Tirey (Memorial)* 
Tyler Morning Telegraph  

Elaine Wells * 
Karen Wilkerson * 

Carole Kronenberg * 

Sunny Davidson * 
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Dee Brock Nominated for Liberty Bell Award by 
Young Lawyer Organization 

LWV-Tyler/Smith County 
President Dee Brock has been 
nominated by the Smith County 
Young Lawyer’s Association for 
the “Liberty Bell Award.” This 
award is given to “an outstanding 
non-attorney for selfless contribu-
tions to the community to 
strengthen the justice system.” 

The award is to be given at a 
Law Day ceremony on May 1. 
Liberty Bell winners have earned 

the respect of 
their peers in 
the community 
and of all those 
who seek to 
preserve and 
promote the 
ideals of law 
and justice 
upon which our 
nation was 
founded. 

Members Discuss, Agree on 
Selection of the President  

League members came to-
gether April 6 to discuss and reach 
agreement on whether we support 
the concept of a National Popular 
Vote Compact for election of the 
US President, a study adopted by 
delegates to the 2008 LWVUS 
Convention. 

 Since 1970 the LWVUS has 
supported abolition of the Elec-
toral College in favor of a direct-
popular-vote method for electing 
the President and Vice-President, 
seeing that as essential to repre-
sentative government. Under the 
NPV, compacts among states 
would oblige those states’ electors 
to vote for the candidate who wins 
the majority of the popular vote 
nationwide. 

The re-
sults of the 
April 6 meet-
ing will be 
sent to the 
LWV national 
board by May 1 deadline, where 
they will be compiled with re-
sponses from Leagues across the 
U.S. for development of our posi-
tion. 

Training Planned for Audit of Government 
Transparency  

UT Tyler journalism instructor 
Vanessa Curry will provide training 
to the LWV-Tyler/Smith County 
members who perform a Freedom 
of Information (FOI) audit this 
spring on local governments and 
government boards and agencies. 

The LWV Education Fund, 
with support from The Herb Block 
Foundation, has provided a re-
source kit for this important check 
to see how freely our local entities 
provide information when requested 
to do so.  

Leagues across the country will 
report their findings by June 4, and 
a compilation and analysis of the 

reports will be announced by 
LWVUS on July 4 in commemora-
tion of the anniversary of the Free-
dom of Information Act on July 4, 
2009. 

Curry and her journalism stu-
dents will partner with LWV-
Tyler/Smith County on this project. 
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HEAR YE, HEAR YE!! �Just one month left for new (or returning) 
members to get a discount on membership dues!  New members 
can join at the discounted rate of $50 or $75 for two in the same 
household!�

Members : Put this in your pocket and look around for those who 
are candidates for membership in this wonderful organization.  �

Pull it out the minute you find those prospects and tell them why 
you are a member and what they are missing by not also belong-
ing. They will thank you later! 

Watch for your invitation to a special Happy Hour t o meet UT 
Tyler students and recruit them as members of LWV. �
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INCOME   
 Grant-Program #1 1000.00 
  Grant-Program #2 200.00 
  Grant-Commun Rel. #1 1000.00 
  Open World Leadership 4400.00 
  Dues 2470.00 
  Interest 35.00 
  In-Kind CR 300.00 
  Donations-General 3919.00 
   Total INCOME  13324.00 
 EXPENSES     
Member  
Dues  

National member dues 588.00 
State member dues 483.00 

   Total Member Dues  1071.00 
Annl mtg supps/ speaker 200.00 
Natl Conv 2010 300.00 
State Convention 500.00 
Workshops 400.00 

   Tot Meetings, Convs.  1400.00 
Voters 
Service  

Debates, forum, voter reg 150.00 
Educational Publications 100.00 

  Total Voters Service  250.00 

Community 
Relations  

CR Grant  Project #1 1000.00 
Open World Transportatn 1200.00 
Open World Food, Events 1200.00 
Public relations 100.00 
Financial development 200.00 
In-Kind publicity 300.00 
Web site IPS fee 250.00 

   Tot Commun Relatns  4250.00 

Program 
            

Action/Advocacy 100.00 
Great Decisions 75.00 
Observer Corps 100.00 
Library Servs SALT 100.00 
Program-General 100.00 
Program-Handouts 100.00 
Publications Purchased 100.00 
LWVUS Project #1 1000.00 
LWVUS Project #2 200.00 

   Total Program  1875.00 
Organiza-
tion   

Records preservation 50.00 
Print VOTER 750.00 

  Mail VOTER 125.00 
  Membership 200.00 
  Mail to members 75.00 
   TOTAL  Organization  1200.00 

Administra-
tive             

Bank fee 20.00 
Board tools 60.00 
Board training 100.00 
Chamber dues 125.00 
POBox, bulk permit 218.00 
Supplies, postage 100.00 
Telephone 780.00 

   Total Administrative  1278.00 
   Total EXPENSES  11324.00 

  To Reserves  2000.00 
   Total Outlay   13324.00 

Meetings, 
Conven-
tions   

 INCOME     
Restricted: 
Voters Ser-
vice  

Voter Service - YEOs 250.00 
State Voters Guide 300.00 
VS - Debates, forums 200.00 

Restricted:  
Commun.  
Relations  

Commun Rel. Proj #2 500.00 
CR Special Project #3 500.00 
Citizen Info Proj Prog #3  500.00 

Restricted: 
Program  

Program #4 Publication 500.00 
Program-Study/Project 1000.00 

Sub-Tot.  Restricted - 3750.00   
   Donations-General 1821.00 
  Total TEF Income  5571.00 
 EXPENSES     

Member Dues  National member dues 588.00 
State member dues 483.00 

   Total Member Dues  1071.00 
Meetings, 
Conventions  

National Conv 2010 0.00 
State convention  Apr’10 500.00 

   Total Meetings  500.00 

Voters 
Service  

Educational pubns 250.00 
Debates, forums 200.00 
State Voters Guides 300.00 
Mail Ed. Publications 100.00 

   Total Voters Service  850.00 

Community 
Relations  

Financial development 100.00 
CR Special Project #3 500.00 
Special CR Project #2 500.00 

   Tot. Commun. Relatns  1100.00 
Citizen Info Prog proj #3 500.00 
Program Project #4 500.00 
Study or Campaign 1000.00 
Publications purchased 50.00 

   Total Program  2050.00 
   Total TEF Expenses  5571.00 

Program       
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At the annual meeting members will 
be asked to adopt Phase 2 of the study of 
Meeting Basic Human Needs in Smith 
County. It would include member study 
of a Facts & Issues based on findings 
during the 2008-09 survey year and members reaching 
consensus to formulate a new local Program position. 

Members also will vote whether to retain current 
Program positions on Single Member Districts, Infor-
mation & Referral, and Public Libraries. The board 
recommends retention of all three. 

Civic Education 
Project Proposed by 

LWV-TSC Board �

Board Recommends Phase 2 of 
Study of Basic Needs, Retaining 
Other Program Positions  

���	���������	������� �
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Kristi Roberts is completing her first term serving as a 

Director on the LWV-Tyler/Smith County Board of Direc-
tors. Chief among her responsibilities has been Hospitality: 
arranging for meeting places, refreshments, and other logis-
tics. She chaired last year’s project called Empowering 
Women Worldwide. Her most important contribution has 
been to offer a fresh perspective to the League board. 

There is an adage that says “If you want to find someone 
to do a job, you should ask someone who is busy.” That cer-
tainly makes Kristi the ideal candidate. Roberts is a Leader-
ship Tyler alumna, a member of AAUW, serves on the board of Tyler 
Symphony League, and is active in her children’s PTA organizations and 
the Smith County Bar Association.  

She first joined the League in the 1990’s and then joined again in 
2006. Within the year she had agreed to serve on the board. So no one was 
surprised that she has agreed to be nominated as the next president of 
LWV-Tyler/Smith County. It sounds as if we will be in good hands. 

Do Smith County schools give their students 
sufficient training in how government functions and 
how to be good citizen? These vital questions 
prompted our grass roots planning meeting to pro-
pose and the LWV-TSC board to recommend a 
study to find the answers.   

Sandra Day O’Connor, who is working on a 
national civic education project, says: “Knowledge 
of our Constitution is not handed down in the gene 
pool.” Nor is the knowledge of what a citizen must 
know and act upon to be a good citizen. This kind 
of education does not necessarily require a separate 
course in civics, but it does require inclusion in the 
high school curriculum.  

This analysis would entail developing a set of 
key elements necessary for an adequate civic educa-
tion. Based on the results of this research, the next 
step would be examining the curricula now in place 
in Smith County public schools to determine how 
well they meet these criteria.  

The civic knowledge of students is often fodder 
for comedians as survey after survey demonstrates 
basic ignorance of how this nation functions. Per-
haps the jokes are warranted. According to a recent 
national survey by the National Constitution Center, 
more American teenagers could name three of the 
“Three Stooges” than the three branches of govern-
ment. More knew the “Fresh Prince of Bel-Air” 
than the chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. 
Nine of 10 could name the star of “Titanic,” com-
pared to the seven in 10 who knew the name of the 
vice president of the United States. 

How would our students fare on such a survey 
and why? We hope to find out in this project. 

Officers, Directors Nominated for 2009-2010  
 

The 2009 nominating committee submits the following slate to 
serve on the 2009-2010 LWV-Tyler/Smith County Board of Di-
rectors.  
 

Members at the annual meeting May 16 will vote on election of 
this slate. Nominations may be made from the floor by any voting 
member, provided that the consent of the nominee has been se-
cured. Under LWV-Tyler bylaws, the new board may appoint five 
additional directors to serve one-year terms. 
 

Officers and Directors 
President     2009-2011    Kristi Roberts 
Community Relations VP 2009-2011 Dee Brock 
Organization VP           2009-2010* Hattie Moreland  
Voters Service VP    2009-2011  Shirley Hightower 
Secretary     2009-2011        Andie Rathbone 
Director  2009-2011 Maureen Christopherson 
Director  2009-2011 LouAnne Smoot 
Director  2009-2011 Maggie Haas 
   * completing unexpired term 
 

Also nominated to serve on the 2008 Nominating Committee: 
Chair                           2009-2010         Karen Wilkerson 
Member     2009-2010  Sue Barham 
Member                       2009-2010        Doris Stanley 

 

Submitted by the 2009 Nominating Committee:  
Chair Geri Cohen, Katheryn Hetherly, Betty Groepper, Scherel 

Carver, and Pam Reeves   
 

Continuing on the LWV-Tyler/Smith County  
Board of Directors through 2010:  

 

Program VP Pam Reeves 2008-2010 
Treasurer Scherel Carver 2008-2010 
Director Sunny Davidson 2008-2010 
Director Vecky Elliott     2008-2010 
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The Tyler VOTER 

The 81st Texas Legislature 

Follow the Legisla-
ture with LWV–Texas 
Legislative Newsletter  
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New Plans Made for 
Naturalization 
Ceremonies 

LWV-TSCs role in welcom-
ing new citizens at Naturalization 
ceremonies will take on new di-
mensions 
beginning 
with the 
May 13 
sessions at 
11 am and 
2 pm in 
Judge Ju-
dith Guthrie’s court.  

Elaine Wells and Sunny 
Davidson, chairs of this project, 
are planning to set up a table in the 
hallway outside the court so that 
we can register new citizens to 
vote on the spot. They are also 
rethinking the handouts that will 
be most helpful to new citizens, 
including membership materials. 
Thanks to the city’s Keep Tyler 
Beautiful project, we also are able 
to distribute a bag to carry all 
handouts from the League and 
other organizations. In addition, a 
League member will give a short, 
but inspiring speech as part of 
each ceremony. 

These changes promise to add 
luster to the League’s involve-
ment. They also require more help 
from our membership. To do a 
good job, we will need at least two 
representatives at each ceremony. 
The court schedules these events 
when applications have reached a  
certain number. Thus, we need a 
group of volunteers who will be 
ready when called to participate, 
but who are not expected to attend 
every ceremony. 

Luckily, the ceremonies are 
inspiring to League members as 
well as new citizens and they take 
only a little over an hour. Contact 
Elaine or Sunny to volunteer. If 
they call you, please agree. Here’s 
a wonderful opportunity to help 
new citizens and register new 
voters. 

Your Elected Officials: 
May 2009  Election 
Available Soon Watch 

for the latest edition of Your 
Elected Officials, including offi-
cials elected May 9, 2009 to be 
available soon. This brochure is 
a basic resource that includes 
information about national, 
state, and county officials, as 
well as those of all cities and 
school districts in Smith County.  

 The YEO is distributed to 
all Tyler area newcomers 
and at public libraries.  You 

can download a copy at 
),+��)������  

Want contact information for 
you legislators? Go to 
),+��)������� to download 
a PDF copy of When 
You Go to Austin: A 
Guide to the 81st 
Legislature.  
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In Tyler and across 
the state, Leagues are 
working hard to pass 
Senator Wentworth’s SB 
315 to create an inde-
pendent, bipartisan Redis-
tricting Commission. At 
this point, we are still one 
vote short of being able to 
pass the bill in the Senate. 
This unfortunate position 
came as a surprise as two 
Senators who voted yes 
on the first two readings 
indicated that they will 
vote no on the third. 

This situa-
tion has called 
on all Leagues 
across the state 
to work on 
shoring up the 
votes of their 
Senators if 
they voted for the bill and 
working hard to change 
the minds of the senators 
who voted no. 

Altogether there are 
12 no votes:  Estes, Fra-
ser, Harris, Hager, Huff-
man, Jackson, Nelson, 
Nichols, Ogden, Patrick, 
Shapiro, and Williams. At 
least six Leagues have put 
forth a special effort in 
the last two weeks to 
change these legislators’ 
minds. 

Here in the Tyler area 
Senator Eltife and Sena-
tor Deuell support the 
bill. Senator Nichols has 
voted no on the first two 
readings.  

The nine LWV mem-

bers who are represented 
by Senator Nichols have 
contacted him and urged 
his reconsideration. The 
members of the Redis-
tricting Advocacy Cam-
paign have been success-
fully working to encour-
age local citizens to sup-
port SB 315. Hundreds of 
signatures have been col-
lected and will be used 
when the bill passes the 
Senate and we go after 
the House vote. 

Across the state, 
Leagues 
have redou-
bled their 
efforts to 
pass SB315. 
Among those 
Senators who 
are getting 

special encouragement 
are Harris (Arlington); 
Hager (Katy); Nelson 
(Denton); Patrick 
(Houston/Harris County); 
and Shapiro (Plano).  

At this point, Senator 
Wentworth has taken the 
bill off the calendar for a 
third reading. He 
hopes that before 
time runs 
out he will 
have at 
least one 
more vote 
and be 
able to 
pass the bill along to the 
House.  

  

Update on Redistricting 
Campaign, Grassroots Action 
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Area Students Prepare for Public Dialog on the 
Supreme Court  

Students in Tyler 
area high schools are 
researching and discuss-
ing the constitutional 
principle of separation 
of powers as it applies to 
the Supreme Court, as 
they prepare for a series 
of public round-table 
presentations titled 
“The Supreme 
Court—Is It Really 
Supreme?” 

Participating high 
schools are John Ty-
ler, Robert E. Lee, All 
Saints Episcopal, and 
Good Shepherd. Lin-
dale Middle School 
will take part. 

Students will look 
at the history, intent, 
and evolution of the 
principle of separation 
of powers and will 
consider the role of 
the highest court as is it functions today 
in light of constitutional requirements, 
developments in other branches of gov-
ernment that have affected the court’s 
power, and the current political environ-
ment.  They will participate in moderated 
round-table discussions, after which there 
will be a period for questions and com-
ments from the audience. 

After the first round of programs, 
two students from each of the participat-
ing schools will be selected to take part 

in the community-wide 
dialog May 7. 
Enlisted in this project are 
speech, debate and gov-
ernment teachers, volun-
teers in local school com-
munities, local attorneys 
and League members.   
Student participants are 
selected on criteria devel-
oped by each school, and 
committee members have 

begun the selection 
process.  
The programs, spon-
sored by LWV Tyler/
Smith County through a 
grant from LWVUS as 
part of its Safeguarding 
US Democracy program, 
will be presented in late 
April and early May on 
dates and locations to be 
announced. Go to 
lww.lwvtyler.org for 
updated details. 

  
Watch for details online and by 

email in the next two weeks! 
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Steering Committee Members 
 

Project Chair Lisa Moran, UTHCT Chief 
Counsel, and her colleagues Donna 
Patillo, Dexter Jones, Marian Crawford, 
Donna Mann and Glenda Stewart �   
 

John Tyler High School Speech and De-
bate teacher Sterling Hayden �� RE Lee 
High School Government teacher Valerie 
Valentine �  All Saints Episcopal School 
Speech and Debate Coach Noah Conklin 
�� Sara Maynard, local attorney and�de-
bate coach at Good Shepherd Christian 
School �� Lisa Vader, Head of Gifted 
Talented program at Lindale ISD. 

LWV-Tyler/Smith County is 
one of six Leagues nationwide se-
lected to participate in the LWVUS 
Open World Leadership program, 
hosting a delegation from Kazakh-
stan the week of September 10-19 
under the theme “Accountable Gov-
ernance—Strengthening Local Gov-
ernance.” 

Kazakhstan recently initiated 
reforms aimed at decentralized deci-
sion-making and developing a sys-
tem of local governance, with pas-
sage by Parliament of new laws on 
self-government in January.  

Mayors, administrators of cities 
and rural areas, city attorneys, and 
civic activists may be included in the 
group. They will be exposed to the 
various roles of government and its 
agencies, encouraging best practices 
in local government. They will ex-
amine ways of achieving transpar-
ency, development of regulations to 
implement laws after they are 
passed, and codes of ethics for gov-
ernment officials. 

The Open World program pro-
vides a wonderful opportunity for 
US citizens to learn about other 
countries and to provide examples of 
how democracy works.  
�
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Tyler League to Host 
Delegation from 
Kazakhstan in September 
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Monday, April 20—7 pm 
Candidate Forum-Tyler City Council 
Tyler Public Library, 201 South College 

 

Saturday, May 2 
Regional Leadership Training Plano, Texas 

 

 Tuesday May 5,  11:30 am 
Board Meeting—LWV Board of Directors 

 

Thursday, May 7, 7 pm Place TBA 
Is the Supreme Court Really Supreme? 

Student Dialog on Judicial Independence 
 

Tuesday, May 13, 11 am and 2 pm 
US Naturalization Ceremonies 

Federal Courthouse, Magistrate’s Courtroom 
 

Saturday, May 16, 9:30 am 
Annual Meeting 

Coyote Sam’s, 5424 Old Jacksonville Hwy. 
 

Date TBA,  5—7 pm 
Happy Hour @ Dee Brock’s—UT Tyler Students 

 

 Tuesday June 2,  11: 30 am 
Board Meeting—LWV Board of Directors 
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