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League of Women Voters to hold Candidates Forum on April 19

Amarillo voters will have an opportunity to hear the views of candidates for Amarillo mayor and the City Commission firsthand on Tuesday evening, April 19, when the League of Women Voters conducts a Candidates Forum at the Amarillo Senior Citizens Center’s Main Hall, 1220 S. Polk.

The public is invited to attend the forum, which will begin with light refreshments at

6 p.m, followed by the program at 6:30 p.m.  Candidates will each give an opening statement introducing their qualifications, goals for the office if elected and their positions on the three ballot propositions.  They will then respond to written, issue-only, questions from the audience as time permits.

Dr. Russell Lowery-Hart, Amarillo College Vice-President for Academic Affairs, will serve as moderator of the forum.

A total of 23 candidates have been invited to participate–11 who are running for mayor and 12, including one write-in, who have filed for the four commission spots.  The three propositions that also appear on the ballot–a result of citizen petitions–would 1) repeal an ordinance that changed regulations for business signs, 2) repeal an ordinance establishing urban design standards, and 3) amend the Amarillo City Charter to require election of city commissioners from single-member districts.

“We urge voters to attend the forum so they can hear the candidates and their views in person and be able to make more informed decisions at the ballot box,” said Sylvia Perkins, forum chair. 

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan organization that does not support or oppose any candidate but encourages all citizens to take a more informed and active role in their government.   Anyone wanting more information may contact Perkins at 356-9082 or leave a message on the League phone at 372-5438.

Early voting for the May 14 election will begin May 2 and run through May 10.  

