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League of Women Voters plans public forum on water issues

The League of Women Voters of Amarillo will sponsor a public forum on “The State of Water in Texas – Yours, Mine or Ours?” from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, April 30, in the Parish Hall of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 1601 S. Georgia.  

Guest speakers will discuss a range of issues surrounding the competition for water in Texas and  changes needed to ensure that water will be available to sustain future generations in the Panhandle.  The Amarillo League’s Environment Committee has planned the event as part of a statewide League study of “Texas Water Resources as a Commodity.”

“We invite people from all over the Panhandle to attend the forum as we learn more about the factors affecting how we manage this natural resource that is so vital to life, the economy and the well being of our region,” said Tonya Kleuskens, Environment Committee chair and a member of the state LWV study committee.

Speakers and their topics include Dr. Melanie Barnes of Lubbock, geologist and geochemist on the graduate faculty at Texas Tech University with extensive experience in environmental projects, “Water in Texas;” Marty Jones, attorney with the Sprouse Shrader Smith law firm, counsel to Mesa Water and frequent speaker on groundwater rights issues, “Water Marketing;” and Dr. Richard Todd, research scientist at the USDA Conservation and Production Research Laboratory at Bushland, “Nature’s Perspective.” 

Also, Dr. David Ciscel of Memphis, Tenn., owner of Memphis Forensic Economics and Professor Emeritus of Economics at the University of Memphis, will speak on “Water Economy,” and the Rev. David Green, chaplain with Hospice Care of the Southwest and minister of the Amarillo Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, on “Water: Human Right or Need?”

Following lunch, four local speakers will give their reactions to the ideas expressed in the morning.  They are C.E. Williams, manager of the Panhandle Groundwater Conservation District: Mary Emeny, environmental advocate who is turning an old caliche mine into a regenerative community using primarily rainwater; Jim Steiert, naturalist, author and member of Region O Water Planning Group; and Jarrett Atkinson, Amarillo city manager.  

All of the speakers will then serve as a panel to answer questions from the audience, Kleuskens said.

Attendance at the forum is free.  Lunch costs $10 if paid in advance to St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church or $15 at the door.  Anyone wishing more information may contact Barbara Whitton at the church, 806-376-6316, ext. 105, or barbara.whitton@gmail.com. 

Co-sponsors of the event are St. Andrew’s, Amarillo Public Library, High Plains Institute for Applied Ecology, Amarillo Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, and Roasters.

